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PERSIA (IRAN): sAsAnid period 

The first Sasanid king originally held the kingdom of Persis (Fars) as vassal of the Parthian Arsacids. 
Following his victory over king Artabanos V, Ardaxsir I took over the entire Arsacid Empire and seems to have 
claimed to restore the old Persian Empire of the Achaemenids. In the east the Sasanids displaced the Kusanas, 
but were eventually defeated by the Hephthalite Huns in 459. A later alliance between Xusraw I and the Turks 
led to a defeat of the Hephthalites and the division of their territory, briefly bringing Persia’s frontier back to the 
Oxus in c. 557. The Sasanids were considerably more successful than the Arsacids at checking Roman aggression 
from the west: the capital Ctesiphon was only sacked once in 183, while Sasanid armies overran parts of the 
Roman Near East during the reigns of Sabuhr I (in 253/6 and 258/60), Kawad I (in 529—531), Xusraw I (in 
540), and Xusraw II (in 604—628). Xusraw II was able to conquer Syria, Palestine, and even Egypt, holding 
them for several years. 

The Sasanid monarchy was militarily powerful, but its authority was qualified by the powerful Persian and 
Parthian nobility and the Zoroastrian priesthood, interest groups that on occasion made and unmade kings, as in 
the elimination of Adur-Narse and the selection of Sabuhr II in 309. Xusraw II’s defeat by the Byzantine 
emperor Herakleios and his overthrow by his son Kawad II precipitated a dynastic crisis that developed fully on 
the death of the minor Ardaxsir III. The period 630—632 included the reigns of about a dozen kings, some of 
whom were apparently contemporary rival claimants. The identity and genealogy of several of these rulers is not 
completely certain. 1 Although the accession of Yazdagird III ended the civil wars in the Sasanid Empire, the 
new regime failed to stem the Islamic conquest, which had apparently already begun. Losing the battles of 
Qadislyah (637) and Nihawand (642), the Sasanid dynasty retreated into Persia and Hurasan, until the last king 
was murdered in Marw in 651. The entire territory of the Sasanid Empire was taken over by the Islamic 
caliphate. 

The Sasanid kings bore the title of king of kings of Iran and Un-Iran ( Sdhdn sdh Erdn ud Anerdn), usually 
written in Aramaic characters. In modern historiography Sasanid kings are generally known by either the New 
Persian or Greco-Roman forms of their Middle Persian names (e.g., Sapur/Sapores *— Sabuhr). For clarity, the list 
below includes the standardized Middle Persian forms 2 * followed by the New Persian and Greek forms in italics. 
The vowels of the New Persian forms reflect Classical Arabic orthography (e.g., i for e, and u for 0 ). 

Sasanid kings of kings of Iran (Eran) and Un-Iran (Aneran) 

224—241 Ardaxsir I (Ardaslr/Artaxares) ... son of Pabag (or Sasan) 

241—272 Sabuhr I (Sapur/Sapores) ... son of Ardaxsir I; associated 240 

272— 273 Ohrmazd I (Hurmazd/Hormisdas) ... son of Sabuhr I 

273— 276 Wahram I (Bahrdm/Ottararanes) ... son of Sabuhr I 

276—292 Wahram II (Bahrdm/Ouararanes) ... son ofWahram I 

292 Wahram III (Bahrdm/Ouararanes) ... son ofWahram II 
292—302 Narse (Narseh/Narses) ... son of Sabuhr I 
302—309 Ohrmazd II (Hurmazd/Hormisdas) ... son of Narse 

309 Adur-Narse (Adttrnarseh/Adarnases) ... son of Ohrmazd II 
309—379 Sabuhr II (Sapur/Sapores) ... (posthumous?) son of Ohrmazd II 
379—383 Ardaxsir II (Ardaslr/Artaxares) ... son of Ohrmazd II; deposed 
383—388 Sabuhr III (Sapur/Sapores) ... son of Sabuhr II 
388—399 Wahram IV (Bahrdm/Ouararanes) ... son of Sabuhr III’ 

399—420 Yazdagird I (Yazdgird/Isdegerdes) ... son of Sabuhr, son of Sabuhr III 4 

1 The present arrangement follows P. Pourshariati, Decline and Fall of the Sasanian Empire , London 2007, and 
designates further rulers listed by the Persian and Arabic historians (e.g., al-Tabari, al-Biruni, and their sources) 
as rival claimants, something very probable considering the chronological constraints and the variable placement 
of the same royal names in different lists of Sasanid kings. Some of them may have reigned briefly at the capital. 

2 Based primarily on M. Alram, Iranisches Personennamenbuch , Wien 1986. 

5 Thus according to Lazar P'arpec'i; less likely, Wahram IV was possibly the son of Sabuhr II. 
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Sabuhr IV (Sdpur/Sapores) ... son of Yazdagird I 

Wahram V, Gor (Bahrain Gur/Ouararanes) ... son of Yazdagird I 

— Xusraw (Husraw/Khosroes) ... son of (?) Wahram IV; rival 410—411 
Yazdagird II (Yazdgird/Isdegerdes) ... son of Wahram V 

Ohrmazd III (Humiazd/Hormisdas) ... son of Yazdagird II 
Peroz I (Piruz/Perdzes) ... son of Yazdagird II 
Walaxs (Balds/Oualas) ... son of Yazdagird II 
Kawad I (Kawad/Kabades) ... son of Peroz I; deposed 
Jamasp (Jdmdsp/Zamasphes) ... son of Peroz I; deposed 
Kawad I (Kawad/Kabades) ... restored 

Xusraw I, Anosagruwdn (Husraw Anusirwdn/Khosroes) ... son of Kawad I 
Ohrmazd IV (Hurmazd/Hormisdas) ... son ofXusraw I; deposed, died 590 
Xusraw II, Abarwez (Husraw Parwiz/Khosroes) ... son of Ohrmazd IV; deposed 
Sahriyar (Sahriydr/Saliaros) ... son of Ohrmazd IV; deposed 

Wahram VI, Cobln (Bahrain Cubin/Ouararanes) ... son of the Mihranid Wahram Gusnasp; 
deposed, rival 591 — 591 

Xusraw II, Abarwez (Husraw Parwiz/Khosroes) ... restored; deposed, died 618 

— Wistahm (Bistdm) ... Spahbedanid; son of Sabuhr, son of Xorbundad; rival 591/4—596/600 
Kawad II Seroy (Kawad Siruya/Kabades Shoes) ... son ofXusraw II 

Ardaxsir III (Ardasir/Artaxares) ... son of Kawad II 

Sahrwaraz (Sahrwaraz/Sarbaraz) ... married Boran, daughter ofXusraw II; Mihranid; son of 
Ardaxsir, son of Sahriyar 

Boran (Buranduxt/Borane) ... daughter ofXusraw II; widow of Sahrbaraz; deposed 4 5 6 
Sabuhr V (Sdpiir/Sapores) ... son of Sahrwaraz 

— Xusraw III (Husrau’/Khosroes) ... son of Kawad, son of Ohrmazd IV; rival in Hurasan 630 

— Xusraw IV (Husraw/Khosroes) ... son of Mihran Gusnasp by Caharbuxt, daughter of 
Yazdandad, son ofXusraw I; rival in al-Ahwaz and/or Mesan 630 

— Peroz II Gusnaspbandag (Piruz Gusnaspbandah/Perdzes) ... brother ofXusraw IV; rival 630 s 
Ohrmazd V Farrux (Farruh Hurmazd/Hormisdas) ... married Azarmigduxt, daughter of 

Xusraw II; Spahbedanid; son of Windoy, brother of Wistahm 
Azarmigduxt 7 8 9 10 (Azamieduxt) ... daughter ofXusraw II; wife, then widow of Ohrmazd V 
Xusraw V Farruxzad (FarruhzadHusraw/Khosroes) ... son ofXusraw II s 
Boran (Buranduxt/Borane) ... restored; abdicated? 

Yazdagird III (Yazdgird/Isdegerdes) ... son of Sahriyar, son ofXusraw II 

— Ohrmazd VI (Hurmazd/Hormisdas) ... son of (?) Xusraw V'°; rival 631—634 
(to the Islamic caliphate by 651) 


4 Thus according to Lazar P'arpec'i; less likely, Yazdagird I was possibly the son of Sabuhr II or III. 

5 A son ofXusraw II named Juwanser (Juwdnsir) is listed as ephemeral king between Sahrwaraz and Boran by al- 
Dinawari, but this seems to be in error, as that prince is included among the victims of his brother Kawad II in 
618 by Hamzah al-Isfahani. 

6 Listed twice by al-Tabari, once as Jusnasdih and once as Fayruz; ruled 1 months, perhaps not at the capital. 

7 Alram gives the name as Azarmindost. 

8 Listed twice by al-Tabari, once as Hurrazad Husraw and once as Farruhzad Husraw; possibly ruled 1 month. 

9 Boran’s second reign is generally overlooked in the sources, e.g., in the Sasanid history section of al-Tabari who 
does, however, record it in his excerpts from Sayf al-Tamimi. 

10 Ohrmazd is recorded as a grandson of Xusraw II by Sebeos and as such is confused by Theophanes the 
Confessor with Yazdagird III; the probable location of his powerbase and the slightly earlier appearance of 
Xusraw V from the same area as a rare surviving son ofXusraw II suggest the descent conjectured here. 
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